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Dear Family,

One of the projects for our 100th Anniversary is the writing of our history. Adam Marshall has
been given this assignment, and he has been discovering many sources for the information
about GVBC. One of the sources was written in Japanese, so we had the portion on GVBC
translated. I decided to include some of it in this article, which was written in 1938, author
unknown:

“No. 7 A Liaison History of the Churches
A. Gardena Church

Los Angeles is a large modern city. Its citizens live amidst the constant red dust and the sounds
of trains and factories. Just as people living in any other large city, they could hardly wait for
Saturday afternoons, Sundays, and Holidays to come. Many of them rush to the sixth street
station to lie on the white sand beach. The gate for the Redondo Beach bound train quickly
opens and the people board. Soon after, the red train departs.

About a half hour later, the train passes through a large stand of eucalyptus trees. That’s when
the view from the window suddenly makes me realize that I am in the outskirts. While this
thought is going through my mind, the train conductor calls out “Gardena”. It drops off several
passengers before proceeding on its way again. It soon makes another stop. Only one person, a
farmer by his appearance, disembarks while carrying a heavy piece of luggage. I could see a row
of about ten buildings; one small bank, and some stores that may be owned by whites. If the
person didn’t get off, no other passengers would have even noticed that it was a station.

It is such a deserted village, but for us Baptists it is an unforgettable, memorable place. That is
because it is the birthplace for Southern California Japanese Baptists. That place is called
Moneta.

Despite the fact that it was a small place, Pastor Harue Shibata settled here twenty-four years
ago with a plan to turn this insignificant village into a valuable place where he could preach the
gospel.

In August of 1914, he and his family moved from Long Beach into a small one story house
located in front of Moneta Station. On the third Sunday he held a worship service with twenty-
eight children. This was the very first Baptist movement in Southern California. Time went by
quickly; Thanksgiving and Christmas came and went.

Contrary to his worry, the services were very blessed with lots of people, and they were also the
first Japanese and American mixed race services. He had a special talent for breaking in a new
stepping ground for preaching the gospel. He found both Japanese and Americans with a lot of
passion, and they in turn found ways to approach the community through a sewing class, a night
time English class, an AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) meeting, and a Japanese and American
friendship gathering.

At the same time, he personally came up with various opportunities to contact people by being a
counselor, being an amanuensis, and taking care of sick people. This was how his evangelizing
work had opened its doors. Since he started, eighteen people received baptisms over four years.

This is our start. Where that house was and where the Red Car (Pacific Electric) Moneta Station
was I am not sure. Maybe one of you can remember.

But the most interesting part of our history to me was this, “He found both Japanese and
Americans with a lot of passion, and they in turn found ways to approach the community…”, a
church with passionate people to reach the community for Jesus; a passion to give hope to
others.

It was not just the pastor who brought Good News (the Gospel) to the community, but the people
who made up the church plant that had a passion. I am sure that for Gardena Valley Baptist
Church to continue what Pastor Shibata started in our church 100 years ago is still foundational
to our church today, a group of people who are passionate about reaching the community with
the Gospel. Is that passion in us?  Is that passion in you?

His Child,
Pastor Steve
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Church member Brian Lo came before your Board at the July meeting to be examined regarding his
qualifications to be ordained as a Christian minister by our church. Brian is employed by VITAS, an
organization that works with hospice patients and their families. He is currently licensed as a pastor by GVBC,
but his employer requires him to be ordained; hence, he has applied for ordination by his local church, namely,
GVBC. The Board peppered Brian with various questions regarding his theological views and thoughts on how
he would respond in certain hypothetical situations. After all was said and done, your Board unanimously voted

to recommend Brian for ordination. The next step will be a special meeting (on Sunday, September 21) where the
congregation can ask Brian questions and vote on his prospective ordination.

Your Board regretfully voted to terminate the memberships of seven individuals. Two were members who passed away,
while the others were by written request.

Your Board approved a $500 gift to be given to Rev. Gary Tawa on the occasion of his retirement as pastor of Cerritos
Baptist Church, our sister church. Rev. Tawa grew up at GVBC and went on to found Cerritos Baptist Church. He
recently spoke at our English services as part of our 100th Anniversary Celebration.

Your Board moved to set up a fund and accept donations for Oasis Chapel in Rifu, Japan. Oasis Chapel’s Project Oasis
Center is raising funds to build a coffee house at Camp Morigo.

American Baptist Churches of Los Angeles has been going through reorganization. As part of that, ABCLA requested
GVBC to sign its Covenant of Relation with the organization. Essentially the covenant is an expression of our continuing
relationship with the organization. Your Board moved that I, as Moderator, sign this covenant on behalf of GVBC.

Pastor Steve gave some updates on staffing at the church. He reported, while Pastor Chris Koga is on a leave of
absence from the College Ministry, Brad Toy would join the staff part-time to run the ministry. In addition to Brad, other
people would be asked to assume weekly teaching duties at the group’s Sunday evening meetings. Pastor Steve also
said our church still needs a new Worship Coodinator to replace J.J. Frey, who recently left to assume a similar position
at Rev. Thien Doan’s church in Fountain Valley.

Until next month . . .

JULY BOARD REPORT
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR
GOD’S PATH FOR OUR CHURCH
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SONTREASURE ISLAND
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 14 — 18
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, ELEMEMTARY CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR

Ahoy Matey! We had an awesome week at SonTreasure Island.
God blessed us with 220 children which is the largest attendance we
ever had. We opened additional 1st and 3rd grade classes to
accommodate more children. There is a shift in our VBS to make the
most of this opportunity God has given us — to reach as many
children and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Fifteen children
made commitments to follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

The children learned all about God’s love based on 1 Corinthians
13. During the class time, the children were taught how God’s love
was illustrated though the life of Jesus. They participated in great
worship led by Surfer Dan and The Coconuts [Pastor Daniel
Matsuda & his worship team] and the morning skits. They played fun
games during recreation time, made creative crafts, and enjoyed
delicious snacks. The church campus was also transformed to a
Caribbean Island complete with beautiful ocean scenes, treasure
maps, giant parrots, and gold medallions. All this was possible
because of 170 volunteers, including 54 youth. They truly
demonstrated God’s love to the children through their gifts, abilities,
and their willingness to serve.

Our Mission project this year was to collect socks for the children
who attend a Christian school in San Telmo, Mexico. It was to help
with their school uniform. Our goal was to collect 120 pairs of socks
which was a little low because the VBS children brought 602 pairs
of socks, enough for the school children to receive 4 pairs of socks
each.

I want to personally thank the church family for demonstrating
God’s love with their prayers and generous donations. Also a heartfelt
thank you to the wonderful core team who organized and led their
areas with compassion and faith. It is amazing to realize we believe
in God whose love:

“. . . always protects, always trusts, always hopes
and always perseveres. Love never fails.”

— 1 Corinthians 13: 7-8

Blessings-Susan Wakuta, Children’s Director
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Monica Matsushima has the ideal life coach, God.
Monica’s first career as a Project Assistant and
Community Liaison at Little Tokyo Service Center brought
immense growth, self realization, and satisfaction. After
two years, however, she discovered community organizing
was not her calling.

While dating her future husband, Paul Matsushima,
Monica got to know his parents, Bob and Teresa. The
Matsushimas could see Monica was a caring and giving
person and she was in a stressful work situation. Teresa,
who had found much fulfillment and satisfaction as a
registered nurse, suggested nursing as a possible career.
Teresa’s suggestion peaked Monica’s interest. She
realized the caregiving and nursing profession was an
opportunity to make a difference. She began praying and
felt the Lord leading her into nursing. God even provided
the finances!  In May 2012, she graduated with a B.S. in
nursing from Mount St. Mary’s College (located in L.A.,
near USC).

God provided a job for Monica. Within months after
graduation, while standing in a checkout line, a friendly
lady — also standing in line — asked Monica why she was
buying so many office supplies. She replied they were for
applying for a nursing position. Immediately, the woman
informed her Torrance Memorial Medical Center (TMMC)
had briefly opened their application period for new
graduate nurses. Acting upon what the woman said,
Monica turned in her application the next day. Within two
more days, she received a callback and was eventually
hired.

God opened doors to direct her into a second career which
she finds so fulfilling and rewarding. Being a registered
nurse at TMMC provides her with the opportunity to care
and minister to patients. She works in the Cardiothoracic
Progressive Care Unit, an intermediate acuity–level floor.

“I feel privileged to walk beside my patients during a
vulnerable and sometimes scary period of their lives,”
Monica shared. “It is so gratifying when a patient shares
how you helped them to feel more comfortable, safer, and
you better understand their care. I am grateful for a job
which is challenging, interesting, and never boring.”

Monica is a native of East L.A. She grew up in a strong
Christian home with her parents, Gary & Janet Sakata and
older sister, Diana. They attended Mission Valley Free
Methodist Church until moving to Whittier. At age four
Monica and her family began attending First Evangelical
Free Church of Fullerton. Pastor Chuck Swindoll was the
pastor the first few years until Pastor Dale Burke took over.
Monica was homeschooled by her mother from
kindergarten to first grade before entering public school.
Sometime during the years she was homeschooled, she

AN IDEAL LIFE COACH

PROFILE OF MONICA MATSUSHIMA
BY KATHY AISO

“GOD IS THE BEST LIFE COACH” — SEEN ON A CHURCH SIGN

accepted the
Lord. Throughout
each season of
her youth, she
recalled “falling in
love with the
Lord” over and
over again.

An influential
person in
Monica’s life was Kris Larson
who served as her small group
youth leader, during her middle
and high school years, at First
Evangelical Free Church. “Kris
was so kind and encouraging. I
had lots of theological
questions which he was able to
help me work through,” Monica shared.

Following a college fair, Kris also encouraged her to apply
to Gordon College, a Christian college in Massachusetts.
Her mother also supported the idea so she attended
Gordon College, graduating with a B.A. in Social Work and
Sociology.

In the summer of 2007, she met her future husband, Paul,
through the Nikkei Community Internship (NCI) sponsored
by the California Japanese American Community
Leadership Council. NCI’s purpose is to educate young
adults about the Nikkei community with the idea of valuing
and carrying on the work in the future. Monica was
assigned to Little Tokyo Service Center while Paul’s
assignment was with Go for Broke National Education
Center. On Fridays the group convened to discuss what
had transpired at their various sites.

In 2008, Monica and Paul started dating. They were
married in November 2010 at GVBC. “Paul is a very kind
and loving husband. He’s very supportive and never tells
me what to do,” Monica affirmed. She also added, “Paul
makes the best chicken katsu!

Monica’s favorite Bible passage is Isaiah 40:30-31.
This passage reminds her to wait on the Lord for He will
always give her over-and-above what she could ever do
on her own strength.

“Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be
faint.” NIV

God has shown His generosity toward Monica time and
time again in how He has blessed her life so abundantly.
She recognizes her competence comes from the Lord
whose power is limitless.

(L) Paul & Monica Matsushima with
Monica’s parents, Gary & Janet Sakata,
and her older sister, Diana
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I have been involved with baseball as a coach or a player
for over 20 years and have noticed many similarities with
playing the game and our Christian walk. I have been
blessed to have a son who enjoys baseball and in turn has
been able to use some of these similarities to give him a
better insight to his Christian walk. I’d like to share one of
these baseball similarities with you.

Baseball consists of nine players, each of whom must play
a different defensive position. There are unique features to
each position. A pitcher must have good accuracy in
throwing the ball. A third baseman should have good
fielding skills with quick reactions and a strong throwing
arm. You generally want a speedy center fielder to chase
down fly balls.

One thing in common with all these players regardless of
their position is, they each take their turn at bat. Each must
go up to the plate and attempt to contribute offensively for
their team. Some may hit a single while maybe someone
else hits a homerun. Others may be asked to sacrifice their
turn at bat with a bunt. And, maybe others may strikeout,
but they bring back information to their teammates about
the opposing pitcher and the types of pitches he throws.
One thing for sure is, they each were required to take their
turn at bat.

I Corinthians 12:4 says: “4There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit distributes them.5There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord.6There are different
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the
same God at work.”

The Apostle Paul goes on to list these gifts: wisdom,
knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers and so on.
This is like our positions which we play. Some are
apostles, some are teachers, some have the gift of
healing, etc. Some of us may think, “Missions is not my
gift; it is not what the Lord has called me to do.”  But the
interesting thing is, the passage does not say, “some are
missionaries.”

Congratulations to:
Wes & Natalie Harada on the recent marriage of their daughter, Loni, to Ryan Orosz [top R]!
They were married by Pastor Ted Isaki on Saturday, July 19 at Strawberry Farms Golf Course
in Irvine, CA.

Wil & Trisha [Mun] Kwan [pictured at R with Pastor Chris Koga, who officiated, in the background]
were married on Saturday, August 2 in Orange County.

Congratulations to Dr. Paul Hirano, an optometrist who’s practice is in Torrance, was named South
Bay's Best 2014 Optometrist, in a once-a-year magazine, in the Saturday, July 26, 2014 South Bay
Daily Breeze. The general public emails their votes for a wide area of categories.

Letters to our church family
I would like to extend my gratitude for the card/flowers and for praying for my recovery. Warmly,
Edmond Aviado (GVBC’s Sunday Services Assistant)

Dear GVBC Family, I just wanted to say thank you so much for the beautiful summer bouquet from Flowers by Don!  It
really brightens the room and my spirits when I look at it. Thank you for you thoughtfulness in remembering me and
praying for me as I recover from my body boarding accident. A big thank you to Pastor Steve for visiting me while in ICU.
It was a blessing to have such a cheery visitor!  Thanks again, Janice Mayeda

PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD BY JAMES HIRANO
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19

FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

Matthew 28:19-20 confirms this. “19Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” The Great Commission calls all of us to “. . . go and
make disciples of all nations.”  This is what we call
“missions.” No Christian is excluded. Using the analogy,
consider missions as your turn at bat. It is something all of
us are to do.

The GVBC Perspectives class meets on Monday nights
from September 15 to January 12 at 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in
rooms 218-220 [for signup info see page 6, FYI Events].
This class gives insight into this calling. It also provides a
foundation and opens up areas of missions which you may
have never even thought about. It is the training area for
our calling to make disciples. It is like batting practice.

While coaching, we would start our practices four months
prior to the season. This meant we started practice every
year on the Friday of Thanksgiving weekend. Our season
usually started at the end of February. It was difficult to
make the commitment to be out in the cold of winter,
preparing for a sport which is played in the heat of
summer. But when the season started, we were ready and
prepared to go. Soon it was obvious which teams had
taken the time to prepare and which had not.

This all leads to a driving question:  With the
understanding that you are called to take your turn at bat
to make disciples of all nations, are you prepared?  Would
you prayerfully consider Perspectives so, when it is time
for you to take your turn at bat, you will be ready to hit one
out and further His Kingdom.

Please contact Tommy Park or myself if you have any
questions or you can go to www.Perspectives.org and
search for the class in Gardena to sign up.
Your Teammate in Christ, James Hirano



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR
BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, August 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. The theme of this service is
“Hearing God’s Word.” Erisa Mita will share her

Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next Bilingual Service is
September 13.

CENTENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Country Club. Fee: $150,
includes registration, shared golf cart, putting contest ($200
prize), free practice range balls, hole-in-one on Par 3s, Tee
gift, BBQ lunch & banquet dinner. For the first time we will
have a Silent Auction of various sports memorabilia.
Don’t golf?  You can participate in other ways:
 Tee sponsors: $100 per sign. Tee signs (in memory or

honor of, or business cards) will be placed on the golf
course. Tee Sponsor forms are available on the Narthex
counter or on the web site, calendar section.

 Raffle prizes/donations are needed, such as golf
equipment, accessories, apparel, gift certificates to
restaurants & businesses; tickets to sporting events,
small appliances, gift baskets, etc. NOTE: Please NO
“white elephant” gifts.

This year, our golf tournament is celebrating 100 years of
ministry in Gardena. All the proceeds from this tournament
will go to care for the people in the South Bay via GVBC’s
Food Ministry to the disadvantaged and homeless (run by our
own Gerald Mayewaki and numerous church volunteers),
Gardena Human Services, and the Center for the Pacific
Asian Family (a domestic violence intervention organization).
If you can participate, please call Wendy in the church office,
ext. 672 or email: wendy@gvbc.net. For detailed information,
pick up a brochure on the Narthex counter or on the web site.

BABY DEDICATION
Sunday, August 24 during both worship services. If you
would like to have your child or children dedicated to the
Lord, contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, email:
susan@gvbc.net.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, August 24, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high
school age and up. For those seeking information
about GVBC and who would like to become a member
and/or be baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
maturity.
301 Class, Part 1 August 24, Part 2 August 31,
Discovering Ministry. Learn about your unique spiritual
gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities,
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the
ministry exploration process (must attend two-part
series).
401 Class, Teaches you how to redefine your life’s
mission and how you can live as a witness to Christ.

A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
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Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or
gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject line].

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, August, 30, September 27, October 25,
8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

BAPTISM SERVICES
Sunday, August 31

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROMOTION
Sunday, August 31

OFFICE CLOSED LABOR DAY
Monday, September 1

GVBC JOB CLUB
Tuesday, September 2, 6:30 p.m., Room 119. The Job
Club meets once a month on Tuesdays.

PERSPECTIVES
Mondays nights from September 15, 2014 to January 12,
2015, 6:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220. Early bird fee: $229.
DEADLINE for Early Bird fee is Sunday, August 18. Family
member discounts and scholarships available. [See article on
Page 5].

This life-changing course will open your eyes to understand
God’s unchanging purposes and how you can use your skills
and passions to glorify God in all the earth. Register online at:
www.perspectives.org, click on “Find a Class” then search for
Gardena, CA. This is a college credits course.

For more info contact Tommy Park via the office or
thomas.y.park@gmail.com [NOTE: Tommy will be on a
mission trip to Japan from August 7 to 19].

GVBC MEN’S RETREAT COMING OCTOBER 4-5
All GVBC men, college age and up, are invited to our
annual Men’s Retreat at Victory Ranch. This year’s
speaker will be Pastor Tom Demorest of Citylights Church,
Long Beach. Great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching — and lots of fun, too. Signups will begin August
31 after the worship services in the Courtyard. Questions?
Contact Kent Komae at kkomae@aol.com or church office.

WORK DAY
October 4, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday
of each month (The September 6 Work Day has been
cancelled due to a wedding at GVBC). Come when you
can and leave when you must. No experience needed.
Lunch is provided.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October
18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a Women's Night of
Worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops,
etc. Save the date!
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The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, August 20 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in
the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, August 17.

ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

PLEASE BE KIND TO OUR NEIGHBORS
If you park on the residential streets around GVBC, please be kind to our neighbors by
not blocking their driveway. If your bumper goes beyond the downward slope of the
driveway, you are blocking the driveway. And remember, on Sundays, there are plenty
of spaces to park at the Union Bank parking lot on the corner of Western & 158th.

KidZone

7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Community Hall

August 8 Dragon Tail Tag
Saturday, August 9 Family Picnic at Guenser Park

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
August 15 Frisbee Golf
August 22 KidZone 5th Grade Farewell
August 29 NO KidZone (Labor Day Weekend)

Contact Susan Wakuta in the office or email her at susan@gvbc.net
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683

Website www.gvbc.net

E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net

Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services, Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC Staff

8

Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10
Both services in the Community Hall

Pastors Daniel Matsuda & Layne Wakuta
Youth Sunday

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 100TH ANNIVERSARY
Both services in Community Hall

1st Service English
2nd Service combined Nichigo & English

Pastors Steve Langley & Eiji Osato

SUNDAY, AUGUST 24
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31
Special Speaker:

Associate Pastor Shin Asami
Anaheim Free Methodist Church


